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e would like to express our sincere gratitude to the individuals
\/\/ond organizations whose support and contributions have been
invaluable in the development of this report, “Introduction to the Chil-
dren's Book Industry in Nigeria.”

First and foremost, we extend our heartfelt thanks to the authors, illus-
trators, publishers, and distributors within the Nigerian children's book
industry for their commitment to nurturing a culture of reading and
learning among young readers.

Our appreciation also goes to the staff members of various public and
private libraries, as well as educational institutions, who offered their
insights and assistance in understanding the landscape of children’s
literature in Nigeria.

We are immensely grateful to the parents, teachers, and caregivers
who continuously inspire a love for reading in the children of Nigerig,
and to the young readers themselves for being the driving force be-
hind the demand for enriching literary content.

Special thanks are also due to Google News Initiative whose financial
support has been highly instrumental to this report.

Finally, we express our deep appreciation to the various bookstores,
vendors, and online platforms that strive to make diverse and engag-
ing children’s books accessible to families and educators across Nige-
ria. Their dedication and collaboration have been pivotal in shaping
this report, and we are profoundly thankful for their involvement and
support
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

he report "Introduction to the Chil-

dren's Book Industry in Nigeria”

delves into the dynamic landscape
of children's literature within the Nigerian
publishing industry. It aims to provide a
comprehensive overview, shedding light
on key aspects such as the growth of the
industry, influential authors and illustra-
tors, distribution networks, and the im-
pact of children’s books on literacy and
education in Nigeria.

The Nigerian publishing landscape has
witnessed a surge in the production and
popularity of children’s literature since the
nation's independence in 1960, showcas-
ing impressive growth and diversity. This
growth is further evidenced by the emer-
gence of new authors and publishers
specializing in children’s books, contribut-
ing to the industry's vibrancy and appeal.

The report underscored the significant
contributions of prominent authors and
illustrators in Nigeria, showcasing their
pivotal role in shaping the children's book
industry. Notably, it sheds light on the in-
creasing availability and accessibility of
diverse children's books, which contribute
to the development of a culturally rele-
vant and engaging literary ecosystem for
young readers in Nigeria.

Furthermore, the report delves into the
distribution channels and accessibility of
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children’s literature in Nigeria. It highlights
the key players such as bookstores, librar-
ies, and educational institutions that are
instrumental in making children's books
accessible to a wide audience. Addition-
ally, it addresses the influence of children’s
literature on educational development
and the promotion of a reading culture
among Nigerian youth.

Data was collected through interview
and field connections, focusing on the
children's book database that we devel-
oped on Nigeria. The report is part of a
broader research initiative aimed at col-
lecting and analyzing data on children’s
books in eight African countries: Ghana,
Liberia, The Gambia, Nigeria, Cameroon,
Benin, Senegal and Guinea Conakry. The
research is supported by Google News
Initiative and seeks to provide a compre-
hensive view of the state of children’s lit-
erature across the continent.

Overall, this report serves as a valuable
resource for scholars, publishers, educa-
tors, and stakeholders interested in the
Nigerian children’s book industry. It pres-
ents a holistic view of the industry's evo-
lution, challenges, and potentials, reflect-
ing the growing importance of children’s
literature in Nigeria's broader cultural and
educational context.




he landscape of children’s literature

in Nigeria reflects a rich and diverse

history of storytelling, creativity, and
educational value. Nigerian children’s lit-
erature refers to the body of literature
that is written about children, for children
or those that are within the interest range
of children in Africa (Ngwuchukwu (2010).
It can also be referred to as the genre of
literature that encompasses a wide range
of works including acknowledged clas-
sics of world literature, picture books and
easy- to-read stories written exclusively
for children and fairy tales, lullabies, folk
songs, and other primarily orally transmit-
ted materials. Children in this regard refer
to those between the ages of 0-1/ which
cover babies, toddlers, pre-teens, teen-
agers and generally young adults.

The exploration and understanding of the
children's book industry in Nigeria are in-
tegral not only to the promotion of literacy
and education but also to the preserva-
tion of cultural heritage and the nurturing
of young imaginations.

Commissioned by Muna Kalati and with
the financial support of Google News Ini-
tiative, this report embarks on a compre-
hensive journey to unravel the nuanced
facets of the Nigerian children's book in-
dustry. It seeks to shed light on the growth,
challenges, and potential of this vibrant
sector, tapping into the creativity and
talent of authors, illustrators, publishers,
and various stakeholders who contribute
to its thriving presence.
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As we delve into this exploration, it is es-
sential to recognize the pivotal role that
children's literature plays in shaping the
minds and hearts of the next generation.
The ability of stories and illustrations to
inspire, educate, and entertain holds im-
mense significance, not only for individual
children but also for the broader societal
fabric and the future of Nigeria.

Moreover, through the generous financial
support from Google News Initiative, this
report endeavors to provide an informed
and insightful perspective on the current
state of the children's book industry in
Nigeria. The aim is to identify and high-
light the key influencers, innovative ap-
proaches, and promising initiatives that
are propelling the industry forward, while
also addressing the complex challenges
it faces.

By focusing on this vital aspect of literary
and educational development, we aspire
to contribute to the larger conversation
around cultural enrichment, literacy pro-
motion, and the nurturing of a generation
of readers poised to embrace the multi-
faceted world of literature.

The following sections of this report will
delve into the historical context, contem-
porary trends, notable figures, distribution
networks, and the impact of children’s
books on education and literacy in Nige-
ria. This journey seeks to encapsulate the
intricate web of narratives, knowledge,
and creativity that form the bedrock of
the Nigerian children's book industry.




This report is a testament to the commitment of Muna Kalati and the support of Google
News Initiative towards fostering a deep understanding of the Nigerian children's book
industry, heralding awareness, and harnessing the transformative potential of children's
literature on the shores of Nigeria.

Through this comprehensive endeavor, we aim to enlighten, inspire, and ignite curiosity
about the boundless horizons of children's literature in Nigeria. With gratitude to all those
who have contributed to this endeavor, we embark on this exploration with the collec-
tive hope of uplifting the future of Nigerian children through the magic of storytelling and

the world of books.

Source : Bridge Nigeria
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The children's book industry in Nigeria has undergone significant transformation since

the second half of the nineteenth century. This report pursues an overview of the histori-
cal advancement of the children's book industry in the country, from when creative writ-
ing started to the present day. It explores the factors that have influenced the growth
and development of the industry, the challenges faced, and the present state of the
children's book market in Nigeria.

The promotion and teaching of reading for children in Nigeria are influenced by various
sociocultural, economic, and political factors. The sociocultural factors include the
diversity of languages, cultures, and religions in the country, which affect the availability
and acceptability of books for different groups of children. The economic factors
include the poverty level, the income distribution, and the cost of books, which affect
the affordability and accessibility of books for many families and schools. The political
factors include the stability of the government, the policy framework, and the governance
structure, which affect the accountability and effectiveness of the education system and
the reading programs.

The goal of this section is to share highlights that are useful in understanding the children
book industry in Nigeria. It covers various aspects of the country, such as governance,
the policy environment, language and other sociocultural, economic and educational
variables.

Nigeria faces a range of governance

challenges,includingcorruption,insecurity,

Nigeria is a federal republic with a three- . L . .
9 P ethnic and religious tensions, inadequate

tier system of government: federal, state, . . .
infrastructure, and economic inequality.

and local. The federal government has the . o .

o . . Corruption has been a significant issue
most significant authority and is headed
by the President, who is both the head of

state and government. Nigeria's current

in Nigerian politics and governance.
However, several administrations in

Nigeria have made efforts to combat

constitution is the 1999 Constitution, which . 4 . .
corruption, agencies like the Economic

was adopted after the country's transition and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC)

to civilian rule following years of militar .
9y Y and the Independent Corrupt Practices

rule. Nigeria has a multi-party system, but and Other Related Offenses Commission
(ICPC) have been established to that

effect.

the dominant ones have historically been
the All-Progressives Congress (APC) and
the People's Democratic Party (PDP).
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The country recognizes the importance of education in national development and has
policies aimed at making education more accessible to citizens. This includes support
for affordable educational materials. The Nigerian government, at various levels (federal,
state, and local), has initiated programs to subsidize the cost of educational materials.
These programs aim to make textbooks and other materials more affordable and
accessible to students and schools.

The country has over 515 languages and over 373 dialects spoken by different ethnic
groups. This poses a challenge for producing and distributing books that cater to the
linguistic needs and preferences of all children. However, it also offers an opportunity
for promoting multilingualism and cultural diversity among children through bilingual or
multilingual books that expose them to different cultures.

Nigeria has a rich, diverse cultural heritage that includes oral traditions, folklore, music,
art, festivals, and customs. These are sources of inspiration and content for creating
engaging and relevant books for children, which reflect their identity. However, they also
constitute barriers for accessing and accepting books that contradict or challenge their
cultural norms and values.
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The country is a secular state that respects the freedom of religion for all citizens. Most
Nigerians are Muslims (50%), followed by Christians (45%), traditionalists (5%). Religion
shapes children’'s worldview and morality, as well as influencing their choice of books.
Some religious groups discourage their children from reading certain types of books that
they deem inappropriate or offensive.

Nigeria is classified as a lower-middle-income country (LMIC) by the World Bank, with a
GDP per capita of $2,074.61in 2020. However, it also has a high level of inequality, with @
Gini coefficient of 39 in 2017. In Nigeria, 40.1% of people are poor according to the 2018/19
national monetary poverty line, and 63% are multidimensionally poor according to the

National MPI 2022. Poverty affects children's access to education and books, as well as
their health, nutrition, safety, and well-being.

¢ School Feeding Program : Provides free

The cost of books in Nigeria varies, with meals to students, improving nutrition

textbooks and educational materials be- and increasing enroliment/attendance,

ing re|gt]ve|y aoffordable due to local pub- especially for ng. Over 9 million children

lishing. Prices also differ depending on the benefit daily. Studies show it improved
region within Nigeria. However, imported academic performance.
books can be more expensive. Imported e Education Tax Fund

children's books are often more expensive

Federal and
2% of
assessable company profits to fund

state governments collect

due to import duties, shipping costs, and

foreign exchange rates. On average, a lo- education projects. This includes grants

cally published children’s book in Nigeria
can cost between N500 ($0.63) to 83,000
($3.80) or more. Imported children's books
can range from N2,000 ($2.54) to ®10,000
($12.68) or more. The competition among
numerous local publishers in the market
encourages price competition. Then there
is economies of scale, which means that
as more copies of books are produced,
the cost per unit decreases.

In addition, the Nigerian government, at
various levels (federal, state, and local),
has initioted programs to subsidize the
cost of educational materials. Some of
them are:

MUN. % KALAT

An Introduction to the children book industry in Nigeria H

for infrastructure, teaching materials,
scholarships etc. It increased budget
allocation for primary education.

e Conditional Cash Transfer Program :
Gives cash to extremely poor parents
if they send their children, especially
girls, to school 80% of the time. It
reduced dropout rates and improved
enrollment significantly compared to
non-beneficiary communities.

o EdoBEST Program (Edo State): Provided
free digital devices, textbooks and
teaching/learning  materials  to  all

primary school students and teachers.

Early results show it improved literacy,



https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2421&context=libphilprac
https://data.worldbank.org/?locations=NG-XN

numeracy and access to learning during school closures.

e Osun State School Feeding and Transportation Program : Offers free meals, transport
and instructional materials. Attendance rose 24% in beneficiary schools. Communities
also benefited from job creation through the program.

e Universal Basic Education Commission Interventions: Distributes free/subsidized
textbooks nationally. Studies found it improved learning outcomes and helped achieve
the goal of universal primary education.

These programs show education subsidies can play a key role in boosting access, af-
fordability, participation, and academic performance, especially for disadvantaged
groups. Targeted social spending on learning materials and school necessities encour-
ages enrollment.

Nigeria has experienced multiple democratic transitions of power, which is a positive
sign of political stability. However, the country has faced security challenges, particularly
in the form of insurgencies and terrorism. For instance, the Boko Haram insurgency in the
northeast and conflicts in the Niger Delta which have posed security risks and contrib-
uted to regional instability. Efforts have been made by the government and international
partners to address these security challenges, but they remain a significant concern.
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Key highlights

Nigeria has a rich cultural
heritage, including
traditional storytelling
lelgle} oral traditions.
Leveraging and integrating
these cultural elements
in children’s books can
enhance their appeal
and relevance to Nigerian

children.

Economic disparities may
affect access to books, with
low-income families and
communities facing greater
challenges. Implementing
initiatives such as book
rental programs or mobile
libraries can help overcome
economic barriers.

Government policies and
funding allocations play a
critical role in determining
the emphasis placed on
literacy and education.
Prioritizing investments
in libraries, educational
institutions, and  local
publishing industries can
have a positive impact
on the promotion and

teaching of children’s books
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Before the advent of written literature, Nigerian cul-
tures had a strong oral tradition of storytelling. This
oral tradition includes fairy tales, fantasy, ballads,
games, chants, customs, beliefs, arts including songs,
dances, games, chants etc.

Figure 1: An elder narrating a story to children

Elders, parents, and storytellers passed down folk-
tales, myths, legends, and moral stories to children
through oral means. Telling of stories in Nigeria is and
was used by professional narrators, educators, and
parents to teach respect, moral instruction, norms,
societal values, and preservation of the historical,
cultural customs. As Oduolowu and Oluwakemi stat-
ed, in the traditional African environment, specifically
Nigeria, young children were told stories in the form
of oral narratives by parents, grandparents, uncles
and aunts. This way, the younger offspring were able
to learn how to obey instructions from their elders by
practicing listening skills and learning about their her-
itage. For adult listeners, stories were used to depict
the wisdom, knowledge, and power of elders.
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The arrival of British colonial rule in Nigeria in the late 19" and early 20" centuries had
a significant impact on the development of children’s literature. The colonial education
system introduced Western-style schools and literacy, which led to the gradual intro-
duction of Western literature into Nigeria. European explorers that visited Africa con-
tinent told and wrote stories about Africa to justify colonialization and exploitation of
African territories. Many of the stories depicted Africans as people without culture and
civilization. Nduka pointed out that although few Western writers had visited Africa, they
wrote with a colonizer's perspective that “paintled] Africa black”. Those stories nega-
tively informed many in the west about life in Africa, and to this day it is difficult to erase
the Eurocentric view about Africa.

By the 1930s several African writers (i.e., Mohammed Bello and Pita Nwana) began writing
stories and novels to debunk Eurocentric narratives. Other writers began reflecting on
the power and influence of native stories in their work. The literary style was predomi-
nately fantasy-based until the late 1940s when a shift to realism occurred. The newer

work included human characters and dealt with universal themes such as justice, cor-
ruption, religion, love, and marriage. If these themes are well emphasized through var-
ious methods of learning which include instructions from parents, teachers, guardians
and authors, they could go a long way to help in the formation of a child's attitude even
from a tender age. This will in the long run produce better citizens and help to shape
society to the benefit of all.

i!i!uill

THE VILLAGE
WITCH DOCTOR
AND OTHER

£
-
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Some of the earliest Nigerian authors who contributed to children's literature include
Amos Tutuola, who wrote "The Palm-Wine Drinkard” and other stories that were acces-
sible and engaging for young readers. Another notable author is Chinua Achebe, who
wrote "“Chike and the River,” specifically for children.

ANDPRE

CHIKE AND THE HIVEH I m-IOIIIIIIOAACIlI uniusreareo sy MARY GR |

Today, the publishing and production of children books in Nigeria is shaped by various
sociocultural, economic, and political factors, such as language diversity, cultural values,
educational needs, market forces, government regulations and international relations.
These factors create both opportunities and challenges for the industry and its stake-
holders.

More Nigerian authors, both established and emerging, have been contributing to chil-
dren's literature. There has been a focus on creating visually engaging books, which
appeal to children and enhance their reading experience. The Nigerian government,
NGOs, and educational institutions have continued to promote reading and literacy
among children. Initiatives such as schoolbook fairs, reading clubs, and the distribution
of books in schools aim to improve access to children’s literature.

The digital age has also seen an increase in digital publishing of children's books, which
allows for wider distribution and accessibility. E-lbooks and interactive multimedia con-
tent are becoming more common in the Nigerian children'’s literature space.
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There are still challenges in the Nigerian
children’s literature publishing industry,
including limited distribution networks,
piracy, and the high cost of quality pro-
duction. The country's large youth pop-
ulation, over 222 million, needs quality
education and constitute a challenge
for curriculum alignment or affordabili-
ty. Its dynamic market that responds to
consumer preferences is also a chal-
lenge for competitiveness. Its demo-
cratic system that allows freedom of
expression is also a challenge for cen-
sorship or accountability. Its strong ties
with other African countries and the
world are also a challenge for differen-
tiation or integration, especially across
the West African region and beyond.
lts active environment for civil society
groups that advocate for social change
could also constitute a challenge for

representation or inclusion.

AFRICAN ARTICULATIONS

AFRICAN
LITERATURE
IN THE o

POLITICS IN
NEW WRITING
FROM NIGERIA
AND KENYA

— % -
EKAN
F i

In conclusion, the history of the children's book industry in Nigeria from colonial era to

date reveals a story of growth, development, and resilience; from its humble beginnings
in the post-independence era to the vibrant digital market of today, the industry has
continually evolved to meet the changing needs of its audience. While challenges re-
main, the Nigerian children’'s book industry is poised for continued growth in the future.

MUN. % KALAT
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C. THE CHILDREN BOOK'S CHAIN IN
NIGERIA

The children's book chain refers to the interconnected ecosystem of industries and pro-
cesses involved in bringing children's books from creation to consumption. The key stag-
es in a typical children’s book chain include:

1. Creation

Figure 2 : Cover pages of books from Atinuke and Attard

Ali Baba

Many talented authors and illustrators have emerged, contributing to a diverse range of

stories and artwork for children. They write stories, create illustrations, and design books
that cater to the interests and needs of young readers. Furthermore, many writers and
illustrators struggle to make a living from their work, as they receive low royalties and
face piracy and plagiarism issues. Additionally, some writers and illustrators face censor-
ship and criticism for addressing sensitive or controversial topics in their books, such as
gender equality, human rights, or environmental issues. Below are some notable figures
along with their well-known books and what makes them unique:

2. Enebor Attard : Author of "Melancholic
Melinda,” a story that addresses

1. Atinuke Olumide : Known for her "Anna
Hibiscus” series, Atinuke's stories are

MUN: KALAT=

admired for their cultural authenticity
and the way they explore universal
themes through the eyes of a relatable
young protagonist.
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mental health topics in a thoughtful
and sensitive  manner, providing
children with a valuable perspective
on emotional well-being.




3. Ifeoma Onyefulu: Renowned for
books like "A s for Africa” and "Emeka’s
Gift,"

her captivating photography and

Onyefulu is celebrated for
eloguent storytelling, which bring
to life the vibrant culture and daily
experiences of African children.

4. Nnedi Okorafor:

acclaimed for her science fiction and

Internationally

fantasy novels, Okorafor has also
written empowering children’'s bbooks
such as “Chicken in the Kitchen" and
"lkenga,” blending Nigerian culture
with imaginative storytelling and

strong characters.

5. Sade Fadipe: She is a culturally
diverse children’s author, whose work
is_shaped by her dual heritage, as
well as her background in teaching.
She is a strong new voice in children's
literature, with a unique and authentic
style that explores cultural identity,
integration and migration stories.
Sade has written three books so far,
with plans for more in the pipeline. Her
first published work was written as an
education specialist, Teaching Young
Children to Read, and this was closely
followed by A Fun ABC, o picture
book for 0-5 year olds that has been
published in Nigeria, the UK and USA,
retitled as A Visit to Grandad for the
American market. She then went on to
publish Snowy Joy in 2019 a Christmas
immigration story for 8=12-year-olds,
which was spurred by her children's
reaction to stories in the news

about the Syrian war, and their own

experience of a bomb explosion close
to their school in Abuja, Nigeria.
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Her motivation was to help her children
and other young people talk about
trauma, and to nurture hope within new
experiences.

Tilustrated by Shedrach Ayafomeh

Each of these authors and illustrators
brings a unique perspective to children’s
literature, incorporating Nigerian culture,
tradition, and values into their storytelling.
Through their works, they offer diverse
of African childhood
promote

representations
experiences, inclusivity, and
inspire young readers with imaginative
illustrations.

narratives and  vibrant

Despite the growth in talent, the
publishing infrastructure in Nigeria still
faces challenges. Limited resources and
distribution networks can make it difficult
forauthors and illustrators to get their work
published and widely distributed. Most of
them use new digital working platforms,
like Upwork, to promote and market their
writing and illustration services to the

public. This is understandable, especially
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when remuneration from intellectual rights is generally known as not been enough to
cover the basic living expenses of authors. By blending traditional and new working
forms, they all contribute to the development of engaging and culturally relevant content
for children.

Finally, most authors and illustrators struggle to access the necessary resources and
training to refine their craft. Intellectual property rights are a concern because piracy
negatively affects the income of authors and illustrators.

In Nigeria, like in the other countries covered by this study (Liberia, Ghana), publishers
and printers face a set of challenges and opportunities at the level of market demand,
distribution channels, quality standards and technology. Several Nigerian publishing
companies, both large and small, are responsible for producing and publishing children’s
books. They work with authors, illustrators, and designers to bring books to life. Some of
the best publishers of children’s books include:

1. Lantern Books

They produced
a wide range of educational and
entertaining children’s books,
including “The Macmillan Primary
English Course" and "My Book of Bible
Stories.”

Established in 1969
Lantern has become a leading
children's book publisher in Nigerig,
known for its commitment to
providing educational materials that
contribute to the development of

children's literacy and knowledge.
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2. Cassava Republic Press

Cassava Republic Press
focuses on African literature, including
children's books such as "A is for Ananse:
A Ghanaian Alphabet” and "The Great
Plane Robbery.”

Known for its dedication
to promoting African stories and voices,
Cassava  Republic Press has made
significant strides in representing diverse
cultural narratives and voices, including
those of children, in their publications.

Parrésia Publishers Ltd

Parrésia has ventured
into children’s literature with its "Omode
Meta” imprint, which is focused on
publishing children's bbooks and young
adult fiction.

The publisher is recognized
for its commitment to expanding the
availability of quality children's literature
in  Nigeria and contributing to the
development of young readers through
engaging and culturally relevant stories.

. Evans Publishers Limited
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They stand as one of Nigeria's leading educational publishers,

offering a range of educational materials for children, such as textbooks and readers.

Their longstanding presence in the educational publishing sector has enabled them

to play a significant role in providing valuable learning materials to children across

Nigeria.

. Showers Publishers

Showers Publishers are focused on providing quality education accessible to African

children, with a particular emphasis on educational materials. They contributed to

enhancing access to educational materials, thereby supporting children's learning

and growth.
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Other notable Nigerian publishers involved in children's literature include Earafina, and
Macmillan Nigeria. These publishers have enriched the landscape of children'’s literature
in Nigeria, offering a diverse range of educational and entertaining books that cater to

the developmental needs and cultural experiences of Nigerian children.

|

Your Favorite Bookstore

ROVINGHEIGHTS

is NOW OPEN in Abuja

For books across all genres such as:

FICTION | POLITICS | BUSINESS | SELF-HELP
Distributors and booksellers are essential
for making children’s books available to the
public. They distribute books to schools, li-
braries, bookstores, and other outlets. In Ni-
geria, there are bookstores and vendors spe-
cializing in children’s literature. Some of them
include:

1. Rovingheights bookstore specializes in

providing children’s books.

2. Laterna Books, a leading literature impor-
tation, distribution, and marketing orga-
nization in Nigeria. They offer a variety of

children’s books, including activity books.

3. Chelis Bookazine and Mashad Bookshop

provide a wide range of nice and graded
books for children.

4. lwemi and Booksie are online bookstores
offering a diverse collection of books, in-
cluding children's literature.

5. Okadabooks, Nigeria's leading digital
content provider of over 40000 orig-
inal books, with 400000+ registered
readers closed recently in November

2023 after 10 years of impact.
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These bookstores and vendors play a
crucial role in making children’s literature
accessible to young readers in Nigeriq,
offering a range of educational and en-
tertaining books tailored to their develop-
mental needs and cultural experiences.

Here we have public, public and school librar-
ies where children can access lbooks. They
provide access to books for young readers,
support literacy programs, and encourage a
reading culture among children. The average
Nigerion reads less than one book per vear,
and only one percent of successful men and
women in Nigeria read one non-fiction lbook
per month. It further showed that 30 million
Nigerians have graduated from high school
with poor reading skills.

Public libraries are stepping up to assist out-
of-school children in the country to become
literate, highlighting their commitment to pro-
moting reading culture among children and
adolescents.

Furthermore, there is an emphasis on the im-
portance of child-friendly schoal libraries and

media centers for sustainable reading devel-
opment among Nigerian pupils. The role of
school libraries in the education of Nigerian
children is underlined as a vital component in

providing lifelong learning that instills reading,
writing, and numeracy skills. Below are few

well-known public, private, and schoal librar-

ies that are conducive for children.



https://farafinabooks.com/
https://www.businesslist.com.ng/category/childrens-books
https://laternabooks.ng/about-us
https://www.facebook.com/p/Chelis-Bookazine-Limited-100054633001327/
https://mashadbookshop.sitesng.com/
http://www.mybooksiebox.com
http://okadabooks.com/
https://brittlepaper.com/2023/11/nigerian-publisher-okada-books-is-closing-its-doors-forever-after-10-years/
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/234671177.pdf
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/234671177.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/267846785_Poor_Reading_Habits_Among_Nigerians_The_Role_of_Libraries
https://www.ajol.info/index.php/ljh/article/view/181068/170453
https://www.ajol.info/index.php/ljh/article/view/181068/170453
https://go.gale.com/ps/i.do?id=GALE%7CA580773880&sid=googleScholar&v=2.1&it=r&linkaccess=abs&issn=15220222&p=AONE&sw=w
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=14869&context=libphilprac
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=7241&context=libphilprac
https://www.publishersglobal.com/directory/nigeria/subject/children-publishers
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i. Patabah Bookstores, Lagos

National Library of Nigeria, Abuja : The Na-
tional Library of Nigeria serves as a valu-
able resource for promoting reading cul-
ture and providing access to a wide range

of literature, including children's books.

. Lagos State Central Library : this library

offers a conducive environment for chil-
dren to explore literature and learning re-
sources, with dedicated sections for young

readers.

Federal and State Libraries : at both the
federal and state levels, often organizes
reading programs, workshops, and events
for children and young adults.

. National Library for the Blind : specifical-

ly focused on promoting literacy among

visually impaired individuals, including

young readers.

Terra Kulture Library, Lagos : Terra Kulture is
a cultural hub in Lagos with a library that
provides an enriching space for children to
discover a diverse collection of books and

engage in cultural and literary activities.

Patabah
Bookstores is known for its curated se-
lection of books, including a dedicated
children’s section, creating a conducive
environment for young readers to explore

literature.

British International School, Lagos : The
British International School in Lagos hous-
es a well-equipped library that offers a
conducive learning environment for stu-
dents, with a diverse collection of books

catering to children’s literary needs.

Vi.

. Greensprings School, Lagos : Greensprings

School features a modern library facility
that provides a conducive space for chil-
dren to cultivate a love for reading through

a rich selection of age-appropriate books.

National Commission for Mass Literacy,
Adult, and Non-Formal Education (NMEC):
involved in literacy and non-formal ed-
ucation, including initiatives that target
children and young adults who are out of

school.

i. Nigerian Educational Research and Devel-

opment Council (NERDC): They play a role
in shaping the educational materials that
students, including children and young

adults, use.

Nigerian Book Foundation: dedicated to

promoting a reading culture in Nigeria.

iv. Nigeria Academy of Letters (NAL): pro-

motes the study and development of the

language and literature of Nigeria.

Nigerian Publishers Association : plays a
vital role in the publishing industry and
supports the creation of books and edu-
cational materials for children and young

adults.

Universal Basic Education Commission
(UBEC): focuses on improving access to
quality education in Nigeria, including for

young readers at the basic education level.

These libraries play a vital role in promoting

literacy and providing children with access

to an array of educational and recreational

reading materials. And despite the current

challenges facing school libraries in Nigeria,

the dedication to promoting reading habits

and the recognition of libraries as vital edu-
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https://publishingperspectives.com/2011/12/lantern-books-childrens-publishing-success-in-nigeria/
https://publishingperspectives.com/2011/12/lantern-books-childrens-publishing-success-in-nigeria/

cational tools for students remains steadfast.

Nigerian children’s literature has been gaining international recognition. Authors and illustrators
from Nigeria have been receiving awards and accolades, and their works are being appreciat-
ed by readers worldwide. Some of them include:

1. Olubunmi Aboderin Talabi: She is 4. Ekiuwa Aire:  An  award-winning
a prominent children's book author Nigerian Canadian children's author
and influential figure in the Nigerian with a passion for sharing stories about
publishing  industry. Her  event, legendary African figures and history.

Akada Children's Book Festival, was 5. Arinze Ifeakandu: Recognized as a

breakout author for "God's Children
Are Little Broken Things,” his debut

collection exploring themes of identity
Figure 3: 2023 edition of the Akada Children’s Book Festival and fa mi|y_

91‘ N{m d—lildren‘s 6. Chidera Okolie: A celebrated author
of children's novels, her outstanding
m Fesuual work has earned her multiple awards

and nominations, including the 2016

recognized for championing children’s
literature and won the literary platform
of the year in 2023.

Saturda ber 23,2023 | QLagos | S .
il Nigerian Writers Award.

7. Uzo Dinma: An influential Nigerian
children’s book illustrator and author,
acknowledged for her significant
contributions to the world of storytelling
and illustration for young readers.

8. Nnedi Okorafor: A highly acclaimed

2. Dapo Adeola: o British-Nigerian Nigerian American author whose
illustrator, received an award for Best children's  books have garnered
lllustrated Children's Book for his work international recognition and
on "Hey You!" numerous prestigious awards for their

3. Chigozie Anuli Mbadugha: Not only imaginative storytelling.

a multiple award-winning author, 9. Kehinde Togun: An  esteemed
but also a poet, playwright, artist, children's book author and illustrator
and songwriter excelling in creating known for creating captivating stories
exceptional children’s literature. and vibrant illustrations that have

captivated young readers and earned
critical acclaim.
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https://munakalati.org/redefining-african-childrens-literature-a-look-into-the-world-of-literary-prizes-and-awards-in-africa/
https://saharareporters.com/people/gish-prize-press-release
https://saharareporters.com/people/gish-prize-press-release
https://brittlepaper.com/2023/12/nigerias-akada-childrens-book-festival-is-the-2023-brittle-paper-literary-platform-of-the-year/
https://punchng.com/aboderin-talabi-others-win-african-literary-awards/
https://punchng.com/aboderin-talabi-others-win-african-literary-awards/

These individuals have made significant contributions to children's literature in Nigeria and have
been acknowledged for their outstanding work in writing and illustrating children’s books. A more

complete list of writers of children's books in available here.

In conclusion, these key elements of the chain were used to structure the presentation of find-
ings in this country report. Other segments can include agencies representing authors, licensing
for merchandise, audiobook/eBook conversions, industry events and review media. The chain
involves many specialists collaborating to drive a book from concept to reader. A strong chain
benefits the child, supports creative industry and promotes literacy. Ensuring smooth collabora-
tion between segments is crucial for the children's book ecosystem to thrive. Emerging technol-

ogies also continue to change how the chain operates.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Nigerian_children%27s_writers

D. RESEARCH FINDINGS

Figure 4: Discover Nigeria with Nigerian author Ifeoma Onyefulu Muna Kalati oleveloped a database

of children’'s books on Nigeria, and it
contains information on 30 unique
writers and 138 books and the books
_ e are written by Nigerian authors. The
Aq w’r fipoion data is categorized based on the
number of books written by each
writer, revealing the most prolific

writers in the database.

According to the data, Ifeoma On-

|
s yefulu is the most prolific writer in

the database, with 30 books to her
credit. Cyprian Ekwensi and Chima-

Aujrl]or g Pho}ojrarke,r
wam ﬂ fu{u manda Ngozi Adichie come in sec-

ond, with 15 books each. Other pro-

Disc.o\te.r Nije,ria wiH'\ Nijt.rian

lific writers in the database include
Amos Tutuola with 12 books, Remi
Adedeji with 11 books, and Nnedi
Okorafor with 13 bbooks.

Figure 5: Distribution of Books Across the years

Books published 1789- 202

No of Books Published

The database spans from 1789 to 2023. The majority of the books were published in the
2Tt century, with 63% of all books being published between 2000 and 2023. The year with
the highest number of publications was 2014, with 11 books published in that year. Other
notable years with high publication numbers include 1983 with six books published, and
2009 with six books published as well. Overall, the database shows a diverse range of
publication years, indicating the continuing growth and evolution of children’s literature
in Nigeria.
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The main findings of the report are:

Economic conditions, including income levels and purchasing power, play a signifi-
cant role in the distribution and sales of children’s books. A strong economy can lead
to increased sales, while economic challenges may reduce consumer spending on
books.

Government policies related to education and literacy can influence the demand
for children’s books. Policies that promote reading in schools and libraries can boost
sales.

The state of infrastructure and distribution networks affects the physical availability
of books. Poor transportation and distribution infrastructure can limit the reach of
books to various regions.

The prevalence of a reading culture among families and in schools has a direct im-
pact on the sales of children’s books. Initiatives to promote a reading culture can
influence sales.

Effective marketing and promotion strategies are critical for the success of children’s
books. Publishers need to use various channels to create awareness about their
books, including social media, book fairs, and school partnerships.

Intellectual property protection and copyright enforcement are essential to protect
the interests of authors and publishers. Piracy and copyright infringement can im-
pact sales.

Schools and Libraries serve as important channels for introducing books to young
readers.

Parental preferences heavily influence the choice of children’s books.

The availability of alternative forms of entertainment, such as television, video games,
and digital content, competes for a child’s attention and affect book sales.

Socio-cultural trends, including changing family structures and urbanization, can im-
pact the types of children’'s books in demand and where they are purchased.

Literacy rates and the quality of education are key factors influencing the demand
for children’s books. High literacy rates often lead to greater interest in reading.

The influence of international trends and foreign publishers can also impact the
types of children’s books available in Nigeria.

The publishing and printing of children’s books in Nigeria is an industry that serves as
a cornerstone for education, culture, and societal development.
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The Nigerian industry produces books in
various languages, genres and formats,
catering to different segments of the
market and readership. Some publishers
as Heinemann Educational Books (Nige-
ria) Plc, University Press Plc. (UPPLC), Ev-
ans Brothers (Nigeria Publishers) Limited,
Parrésia Publishers Ltd, and Onyoma Re-
search Publications specialize in produc-
ing books in different Nigerian languages,
while others focus on books in English or
French and other languages. Here are a
few notable Nigerian publishing houses
that have been recognized for their con-
tributions to literature:

e Cassava Republic Press has received
acclaim for its commitment to pro-
moting contemporary African litera-
ture. Many of the authors published
by Cassava Republic have received
prestigious awards, including the

Caine Prize for African Writing and

the Orange Prize for Fiction (now the

Women's Prize for Fiction).
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authors, such as Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie and Teju Cole, have received
numerous awards, including the Caine
Prize and the National Book Critics
Circle Award.

e Bookcraft Publishers: produces a va-
riety of books, including children’s liter-

ature. They have published books that
aim to educate and entertain children.

Through high-quality local stories, these
publishers stand to inspire generations of
African youth while reaping international
credit for their impact on stimulating Afri-
can literature and cultural uniqueness.

Publishers and printers face various chal-
lenges that affect their operations and
the publishing industry. Some of the sig-
nificant challenges include copyright in-
fringement and book piracy. This illegal
reproduction and distribution of lbooks
have significant economic implications
for publishers and authors. Inadequate
enforcement of copyright laws makes it
difficult for publishers and authors to pro-
tect their intellectual property. This ham-
pers the growth of the national publishing
industry.

Additionally, production costs of paper,
printing, and other production materials can
be high in Nigeria. This affects the afford-
ability and accessibility of books for both
publishers and consumers. A lack of efficient
distribution channels can hinder the reach of
books to a wider audience, particularly in re-
mote or rural areas. Infrastructural challeng-
es, such as erratic power supply, can disrupt
the production and operation of printing
presses and publishing houses.



https://farafinabooks.com/books-collections/children/
https://bookcraftafrica.com/about

Some of the opportunities for writers, il-
lustrators, and creators of content for
children include the growing demand
for local and authentic stories that cel-
ebrate the Nigerian identity and culture.
The potential for collaboration and net-
working among different stakeholders in
the book industry, the availability of new
technologies and platforms that enable
digital publishing and dissemination, and
the increasing recognition and apprecia-
tion of children books as a form of art and
education.

Figure 6 : Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, author of Mama'’s

sleeping scarf

CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE x
writingas NWA GRACE-JAMES

- MAMA’S
SLEEPING~-

Illustrated by
JOELLE AVELINO
*

For instance, some writers and illustra-
tors have successfully used social media,
blogs, podcasts, or online platforms to
reach a wider audience and showcase
their work. For example, Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie, a globally renowned au-
thor, maintains a strong online presence
sharing her thoughts on literature, fem-
inism, and social issues through social
media, her website, and TED Talks.

Abiola Akinbiyi is also a children's book
author and illustrator known for using
Instagram to display her colorful and
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imaginative illustrations, often accom-
panied by inspiring messages. She has
written and illustrated several popu-
lar children’s books, including “The Silent
Book,"” "The Red-Kneed Tarantula,” "The
Land of Many Colours,” and "The Great
Taiwo Tale." These books are known for
their vivid illustrations, catchy narratives,
and positive messages about Africa and
its diverse cultures. They are popular with
children and have gained recognition
both locally and internationally.

Eghosa Imasuen is an author, a medical

doctor, and the co-host of “Stroll Pod-
cast.” Through this platform, he discusses
literature, writing, and various aspects of
Nigerian culture.

EGHDSA W
IMASZEN

Yejide Kilanko, a poet and novelist main-
tains a blog where she shares her poet-
ry, short stories, and reflections on writing



https://staging.farafinabooks.com/product/imasuens-books/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Flaurenbeukes.bookslive.co.za%2Fblog%2F2014%2F02%2F17%2Fthe-spark-daughters-who-walk-this-path-by-yejide-kilanko%2F&psig=AOvVaw3Sdc7_sPIqrvjc6sQITWBj&ust=1705590922356000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=2ahUKEwjnjd-52-SDAxUbfqQEHQt1BcEQr4kDegQIARBf

and motherhood.

Figure 7: Some of the children books from Yejidle Kilanko

(JUBA

AND THE

Yejide Kilanko

Hustrations by Nsikak ifet

Tomi Adeyemi, author of the "Children
of Blood and Bone" series, has a strong
presence on social media, particular-
ly Twitter and Instagram, where she en-
gages with her readers and discusses her
writing process.

Figure 8: Tomi Adeyemi, author of the “Children of Blood

and Bone
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This could
subsidies, or tax

Government Support
include grants,
incentives for publishers and printers
focusing on children’s literature. Such
support can help reduce production
costs and promote the creation of
high-quality children’s books.

Invest in training programs : for writers,
illustrators, editors, and publishers
specializing in children's books to
help improve the quality of content
and illustrations in children’s literature.
Continuous practice and improvement
are key to becoming a successful
illustrator or writer of children books.
Ayo Oyeku, a Nigerian children book
writer, encouraged his peers to work
on their skills, experiment with different
styles, and create a strong portfolio:

“it's also important for authors to
understand that children are smarter
than Nigerian authors think — hence
they shouldn't make their stories
didactic all the time. Don't write to/
at children, rather use your story to
show them multiple paths to amazing
thoughts. It's also quite disturbing to see
an individual, any individual, announcing
their new children’s book — which they
claimed they had written because
they were idle and had to tick it off their
bucket list. This motive is not acceptable.
Children literature is delicate and
requires a lot of skills too. Authors need
to take professional writing classes, read
voraciously, understand the genres of



https://theblackboyreview.com/the-story-of-childrens-literature-in-nigeria-with-ayo-oyeku/

children’s literature, join literary groups,
and do everything necessary to hone
their writing skills. Writing for children is
like breathing life into them. You wouldn't
want to kill a child with your inexperience.”

e Support the publication of children's
books in indigenous languages to help
preserve and promote local languages
and cultures,

making books more

accessible and relatable to children.

e Increase collaboration with Schools
and Libraries to facilitate easier access
to children's books for students and
encourage a culture of reading.

¢ Develop and enforce quality standards
for children’'s books to ensure that they
are age-appropriate, well-written, and
well-illustrated. This will build trust in the
quality of locally produced children's
books.

e Strengthen copyright protection to

property
illustrators, which

safeguard the intellectual
of authors and
will encourage more creativity and

investment in the industry.

e Conduct market research to understand
the preferences and needs of young
readers. This will help publishers create
books that are more appealing and
engaging for children.

e Embrace digital publishing and
e-books to reach a broader audience.
Digital platforms can provide access to
children’s books for those who may not

have access to physical books.

e Invest in marketing and promotional
efforts to make children's books more
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visible and attractive to parents,

teachers, and caregivers.

¢ Organize or participate in book fairs,
reading festivals and literary events that
focus on children's literature to showcase
your work and connect with potential
clients and collaborators. Nigeria hosts
various literary festivals, such as the Ake
Arts and Book Festival and the Lagos
International Poetry Festival. Attending
these events can connect you with
fellow writers and industry professionals.
Websites like Fiverr and Upwork can
be useful for offering your illustration
services to a global clientele.

¢ Foster partnerships between authors
and illustrators to create visually
appealing and captivating children’s
books. High-quality illustrations can
significantly enhance the appeal of the

books.

e Encourage the inclusion of local
themes, stories, and cultural elements in
children's books. This can help children
relate to the content and learn about

their own culture.

e Ensure that children's books are
affordable and accessible to a wide
range of children, regardless of their

socioeconomic background.

e Support and participate in reading

promotion programs in  schools,
communities, and libraries to encourage

a love of reading from a young age.

e Promote parental involvement in
reading to children. Encourage parents
and caregivers to read with their children

and make books a part of family life.




A «
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5.

Recommendations for authors and illustrators

Reading a diverse range of books, including those by other African
and international children's book authors, can broaden your
perspective and improve your writing skills.

Participate in writing workshops and local writing groups. They offer
opportunities for feedback, networking, and learning from other
writers.

Join online communities and social media platforms where children
book professionals share their work. The largest community of
children book professionals, with writers, illustrators, publishers, and
promoters of children books is managed by Muna Kalati, with an
online forum on Linkedin (over 300 members), Facebook (over
475 members) and WhatsApp (about 100 members). In these
platforms, it is possible to engage with fellows for business, learning
or collaboration purposes, or simply to receive feedback on your
work.

Create a website or blog to highlight your work, share your insights,
and engage with readers. Active social media profiles can also help
you build a readership.

Keep up with industry news and trends. Understanding the publishing
landscape can help you make informed decisions about your writing,
publishing or illustration career.

Digital illustration is becoming increasingly popular. Familiarize
yourself with digital tools and software to expand your capabilities.

Recommendations for Publishers, Printers, and other
Stakeholders

Despite the challenges facing the publishing and printing industry in Ni-

geria, there are several opportunities for publishers, printers, and other
stakeholders to thrive and contribute to the growth of the sector.

With the increasing use of smartphones and tablets, digital
publishing can expand the reach of your publications, especially
among tech-savvy readers. Thus, publishing actors should embrace
digital publishing by producing e-lbooks, audiobooks, and interactive
content.

Again, publishers can tap into the rich tapestry of local Nigerian
languages to produce books that cater to different regions and
cultures. This can help promote literacy in local languages and
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/723635351089520
https://www.facebook.com/groups/723635351089520/members/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/JSX4EaOxA8UGiM1xCE5cXv

preserve cultural heritage.

e Partner with educational institutions and libraries to provide textbooks, educational
resources, and reading materials. These collaborations can lead to bulk sales and
long-term relationships with institutions.

e Engage with government initiatives and programs that promote reading, literacy, and
education. These programs can provide financial support or incentives to publishers
and printers.

e Explore international markets. Nigerian children's literature has gained recognition
globally, and there is potential to export books to other countries.

e Utilize e-commerce platforms for book sales and distribution. This can expand your
reach and make it easier for readers to access your publications.

e Consider producing books in multiple formats, such as print, e-books, and audiobooks,
to cater to diverse reader preferences.

e Stay informed about changing consumer preferences and adapt your offerings
accordingly. Keep an eye on trends in genres, formats, and content.

For school leaders and administrators

@ Inclusion of story hour in schools
e Teaching of literature-based subjects should be encouraged in schools.

e Children should be given the opportunity to present children literature they learn
about in special events.

e Children should be encouraged with gifts and award of recognition for proper
participation in activities related to children’s literature.

All the above opportunities offer possibilities for innovation, expansion, and improve-
ment of children's books in Nigeria.
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